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hy demons, tell her I will never re- 
turn to her. 

The l.ttle demon seeing the obsti- 
nacy of the man, deputed at once, 
/ull ot wrath, and returned to his 
mistress. She no sooner saw hmAliaii 
she demanded how her loid and hus- 
band was, and what he had cdm- 
iniv,toued him to tell be,r. The d<*- 
iuoji answered her, you. demand, 
news fiom me rejecting a man, who 
has not the smallest love for jou, 
who on the contrary hates you, and 
who has declared haughtily, that he 
will never return to see you, that 
you are not his wife, and that he is 
not your husband, lie then related 
to her all the details of. what he had 
teen, and even the particular res- 
pecting the iirst wife. The princess 
fylitra said then, I know not how to 
believe that what you have said is 
true ; there seems much probability 
that alj he has said was only to ir 
ntate you, and put you in a passion ; 
but I, who lkiiow liui), and who 
Know how learned he is in the Di- 
vine Law, and the holy Scriptures, can- 
not be persuaded that he should break 
that faith, which he lias sworn to me 
so solemnly ; 1 will wait for the tune, 
when he has promised to return, and 
then we will consider what is proper 
to be done. 

At length the year which she had 
granted linn, being terminated, she said 
to the demon her seivant, go and 
bring back to me my loid and hus- 
band. Have I not told you, madam, 
said he, that he had charged me to 
tell you, that he would not teturii 
to you ? but said she, at that time 
the term had not expired, at the end 
of which he had promised to return, 
i he demon was thus obliged to obey, 
and depaited immediately. He went 
then to hud Seigmor Nathan, to whom, 
aher raakjng a profound bow, he pre- 
sets ed' the respects of his miitiess; 
she has commanded me, said he, to 
salute you on her part, and has sent 
me here express to learn the state 
ot your health, and to exhort you to 
return to hei, the tune being expired 
of the promise which you gave her. 
This put Nathan in a passion, and 
so he answered him roughly, wretch 
begone from this, go and tell her that 
I will never return to her, and that 
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I wish she would not trouble herself 
about me the little demon was 
then obliged to leturn, and to lelate 
to his nibti ess the answer of Nathan, 
Mitrj, out ot all patience, ran like a 
madwoman to her father Asmodeus, 
And related to him the arfair as it 
was ; He answered her gravely, per- 
haps Nathan did not wish to come 
wi/b a servant so deformed as him 
you sent, with whom also he had a 
.quirrel, and in reality it ispotvety 
honourable for him to come in comr 
pany with a one-eyed hunchback 
like .this «little demon : send to him 
respectable ambassadors, who fimy 
publicly exhoi't him to remember hi» 
oith, and to keep his word: she im- 
mediately obeyed him. and chose some 
ot the most h'ouourable among the de- 
mons, who having made the journey 
with uuredibie diligence, exljoited 
Nathan to majse good h,is promise, 
and represented to him the solemnity 
of the oath with vhj/sti he bad bound 
hira^elt. Having answered them , that 
he would never return, they said to 
him, are you not the man, who hither- 
to lias so much studied the holy Scrip- 
tures? Why do you .violate the faith 
of your oat'lj^ for a,t length the time 
whic h' vou fixed for your r.eturn is 
expired: beware pf what yoff do, you 
are tinning agunst the com nand of God 
(in Levuiciis, xix. 12) Thou shalt,rfot 
take my name in Vain, and shult not 
swear Juliet//. You moreover sin against 
the commandment (which is in lixodus, 
Sixi. JO). T/nu iltatt nop diminish 
her food, nor her raiment, nor your 
conjugal duly. Nathan was hot in the 
least moved by lhi->, an.donly repeat- 
ed the old si vi\, that he would never 
return. Wherefore the ambassador? 
returned to tnen country and reported 
exactly to their mistress Mitia. the 
answer vyiuch he had given. 
I'o be Conli nued. 
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The principal front is a bamkorrm 
Doric budding, surmounted by 4 
cupola. Two wings are connected 
by corridores with the main building ; 
one of these is a dining-room, about 
sixty feet long, and thirty feet wide ; 
the other a school room, of the same 
dimensions. The height and propor- 
tions and size of these rooms, are 
uncommonly well adapted to the pur- 
posts lor which they are intended ; 
there $re large windows on each side 
which open easily. There is a large 
(ire-place in each of these rooms, and 
they are properly furnished. Over 
these are spacious dormitories, with 
windows on each side as in the halls 
below ; they have no fire-places, but 
they have chimnies, by which a con- 
stant circulation of air is produced, 
even when the windows are shut. 
The principal building contains on 
the ground floor, a kitchen, and every 
necessary convenience for the esta- 
blishment. 

The first floor is allotted for the 
residence of the chaplain, who is su- 
peiintendant ; and for- the lodging of 
the old men. The upper story is 
occupied by the family of the super- 
intendant, by the school master, and 
other officers. This building also 
contains a handsome and commodious 
chapel. Near the house there are verv 
extensive offices almost surroynding a 
yard, which is two hundred and fifty 
seven leet in length, by seventy two 
in breadth. 

These offices contain stabling for above 
twenty horses, large cow-houses, and 
slaughter-houses; a carpenter's shop, 
smith's forge, and other useful offices; 
besides an infirmary. Oyer these of- 
ikes are granaries and hay lofts, which 
have been lately added to these build, 
ings. And behind the house is an 
extensive garden of four Irish acres, 
equal to more than six English acres. 
This garden is not as productive as 
it ought to be ; nor are the boys made 
as useful as they might be in keeping 
it neat and clean. 

The buildings belonging to the chari- 
ty have been lately new sashed, and 
they are during this summer to be 
pinned and dusked, and painted ; the 
chimnies and cupola, which let in 
water, are to be slated, without de- 



the several fund9 and revenues 
granted for the purposes of education, 
and into the state and condition of 
all schools in Ireland, upon public or 
charitable foundations, in pursuance 
of the powt-rs vested in us, beg leave 
to submit to your grace our report 
upon the present state and condition 
of the endowment called Wilson's 
Hospital. 

Wilson's hospital, situate in the coun- 
ty of Westmeath, Ireland, was founded 
under the will of 4i'drew Wilson of 
Piersfield, in said county. '1 he will, 
in the following woids, states the hospi- 
tal to be intended •' for the habita- 
tion pf aged men, being Protestants, 
and decayed housekeepers of the 
county ot Westmeath, and other ad- 
jacent counties, not exceeding forty ; 
and also for the habitation of Pro- 
testant male cttildreu of the said coun- 
ties, not exceeding one hundred and 
fifty ; also to erect a school-house, 
to be adjoining to said hospital ; the 
agttd men and children to be sup- 
ported with diet, cloatliing, and firing, 
and all other necessaries for their sub- 
sistence." 

This will, alter some litigation, was 
confirmed by an act* passed the 
second year of the king, and the 
trustees and guardians appointed by 
the will were made a botly corporate, 
with, a common seal, and with powers 
to elect officers, to let lands, to ap- 
point salaries, form ri.les, and make 
bye laws : and by one sweeping clause 
towards the end of the act, they are 
enabled to manage the establishment 
as they please, provided they do no- 
thing contrary to law. 

The trustees are the primate of all 
Ireland, the archbishops x>f Dublin and 
Tuam, and the bishops of Mealh and 
Ktlmore. 

Buildings. 

The hospital was finished in the 
year 1701. It is a square building 
enclosing a court, that is surrounded 
by a coiridore that makes part of the 
lower story, and by means of which 
there is easy access to all the lower 
offices. Each side of this square build- 
ing is one hundred and twelve feet 
long externally. 

* The act m«y be seen No. 1, appendix. 
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pending on mortar or putt}', in such Amount of the Funds. 

a workman like manner as will nerd In 1744, .£1,260 7 6 Tn 1788, 

but little repair for many years, except rf2,092 14 8 In 1809, .£3,102 5 6. 

what regards painting, which should From 1744 to 1761, the funds were 

hereafter be considered as part of the permitted to increase till the hospital 

ordinary expense of the establishment, was completely built. They are now 

The 'floor of the school-room is in in a state of progressive increase. 

a miserable state; it should be v floor- A ninety- nine years lease oftythes 

ed with oak, which from its hardness and glebe in the county of Dublin 

is not only much more durable than expires in three years, which will 

deal, but from its smoothness can probably increase the income of the 

be more easily kept clean. The stairs charity to .63,500, besides the demesne, 

and some of the passages of the hos- which may be estimated at i?600, 

pital are of hard smooth limestone, per annum; in all about jC4,000 per 

tbey consequently condense the mois- annum. 

ture of the atmosphere both in winter A .farther rise of five or rfoOO 

and summer ; while these stairs re- per annum will take place in eight 

main, it is impossible to keep the years, and in thirteen years from-the 

house tolerably clean, and consequent- present time, a farther increase will 

ly the children at the hospital can- raise the annual income beyond five 
not learn the habit or the love of thousand pounds per annum, 

cleanliness. Officers. 

To remedy this inconrenience, stairs The officers of this establishment 

of Portland stone, or. if it can be had, are a Chaplain, whose salary is limit- 

of some coarser freestone, should be ed by the act to twentj pounds, he 

substituted for limestone. This im- is »lso superintendant, with a salary 

provement would be expensive at °f one hundred and fifty two pounds 

first, but it would be amply compen- fifteen shillings, making together one 

sated by the effects. hundred and seventy two pounds fifteen 

The surplus now in the hands of shillings 

the treasurer, with what must be ac- He has also in the house, diet, 

cumulated before the proposed im- lodging) coals, candles, and thekeep- 

provements can be finished, will be ing of horses for himself and family, 

so great as to furnish money for £. s . d. 

them all, and to leave a balance of Chaplain 172 15 O 

=£2,000 at the disposal of the trus. An agent, whose emoluments > „_ ,, 9 

tecs. amount to .... J 

If the farms belonging to the house B S >al ^ \ \ \ \\ n *,' £ 

should be let, there will be a very . 

large range of buildings unoccupied, . 174 \q 3 

which may be converted most ad- ' Two Schoolmasters. 

vantageously into workshops, where One at ...... . 45 10 

the boys may be taught various manu The other at 211 

factures, particularly one of the offices, ■ ' ■ 

which is a turf-house eighty feet long ; 65 10 

and if coals, which may now be had HoU5 « steward 13 13 

at a reasonable price, were used in- 2 all j ' !° i ' 

stead of turf, this large building might ^T ene '; ,•.•••*• i ,1 ,1 

1 , , 1 ■ ? 1. i ° Cook and dairv-maid . . 13 13 

also be converted into workshops. Fourhoase ,„;, tallmlry . ? 

Funds. maids, and an infirm- > 17 13 

The funds of this hospital consist in ary uyrse . . . ) 

estates and farms, and lythes, and ■■ 

glebe, in the counties of Westtneath, -C479 6 6 

Longford, and Dublin, of which a -—— . 

rental is annexed, and in a demesne Two men servants are paid by the 

of two hundred and fifty seven acres, superintendant. 'Ihere is also a boy 

managed by the superintendant of the who is an apprentice. All these have 

hospital. their diet ia the house. 
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A physician and apothecary are not 
in the )M of officers, they are called 
in and paid when their services are 
required. 

Old Men. 

rn the year 1808, eighteen aged 
men were upon the establishment m 
the house, and two were maintained 
opt oj th( kow>e. 

Boys. 

In the same year one hundred and 
seven boys weie in the bou'ie.* 

Candidates {or admission aie to be 
recommended by the minister and 
church wardens ot the parishes in the 
counties of Westmeath and Longford, 
and the neighbouring counties. They 
cannot be admitted without an order 
Jrom two of the trustees. 

r lhe boys remain from five to six 
years in the school; and twelve or 
fourteen boys eveiy year aie ap- 
pienticed to" various trades. A suit 
Of clothes is given to the boy who 
is put apprentice, with a fee of five 
pounds allowed to his master, which 
is not paid till the apprentice has 
been w>th the master two years. 

The boys liseatsix in the summer, 

and seven in the winter ; they lemam 

se,ven or eight hours in school, but 

have but little occupation out of doors. 

Instruction. 

They aie taught leading, writing, 
and arithmetic, 'lhey write uncom- 
monly welK and in general have made, 
accoiding to their years, a consider- 
able- piohcieney in arithmetic. 'J ill 
Hilely they read very ill, but within 
a lew months they hale made an 
astomshflig progress m leading and 
spelling, under- a-new master brought 
over by hrs grace the primate, from 
Dr. Bell's establishment in England. 
The pupils aie veiy weM instructed 
in the catechism and its explanation. 
A list of the books Used in the school 
is subjoined. f stationary costs yearly 
above twenty eight pounds. 
Clothing. 
The otd men aie well clad, by 

* lu page 16, ot the appeiMix, the 
number of men and boys, upon the es- 
tablishment is staled foi the last seven 
pears ; there is also- subjoined, an ac- 
comit of the number of boys disposed 
«f from the hospital ftom PJ89 to 1808, 
in the appendix, nnmbtr 3. 

f- Appendix, nuutbei 7. 



contract, in blue coats turned up witfj 
orange; they have hats and gieat 
coats. Their coats cost two guineas, 
their great coats one guinea and an 
half, their shoes eight English shil- 
lings a pair. 

I he boys also are clad, by con- 
tract, in blue turned up wuh orange, 
with two caps of the same colours. 
Their cjothes cost one pound one 
shilling, their shoes at live English 
shillings a pair. '1 he boys have now 
clean linen three times a week. 
Diet my. 

The old men aie each allowed five 
times a week, one pound ot meat, 
weighed beioie i,t is dressed, equal 
to ten ounces diessed, and without 
bone, and excellent wheaten biead, 
and one quart of beei ; for breakfast 
six ounces of wheaten mead, with 
milk, or more commonly with butter- 
milk. On other days "ten ounces of" 
bread, beer, and tin ee ounces of but- 
ter; for supper six ounces ot biead, 
and beer. An allowance of three- 
pence per week is given to each of 
the old men for tobacco. 

The boys have, according to their 
ages, five or six ounces of bi ead fou 
breakfast, and milk; lot dinner four 
days in the week, beer or milk, and 
from six to seven ounces of bread. 
'Ihreedays m the week, six ounces 
of dressed meat, and four ounces of 
biead with beer; suppers the same 
as bieaklast 

This dieUiy is- too piofuse, as-ap- 
peais by the expendituie of the es- 
tablishment, and tiom the fiequent 
detection of embezzlement practised 
by the old men, who seirete and sell 
their pi ovibions. But, upon the whole, 
the diet and modes ot living of tfiese 
boys must be highly salutary, as but 
two boys hate died in Wilson's hos- 
pital during twenry years 

'I beie are printed pipeisof the rules 
and regulations of the hospital, a copy 
of which is annexed to this report. 
Qbsei nations on Funds and Accounts. 

The number ol aeies tn the rental 
is 3,058 3 10, the rent is' three thou- 
sand, one hundred and two pounds, 
five shillings, most ol the leases were 
made for twenty one years, in J S01, 
and are at the rate of little moie, 
than one pound per acre, and soi»e 
of the lanus arc now untenanted. 
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From the preceding statements, and 
others annexed to this report, it ap- 
pears, that there will soon be a sur- 
Elus of moie than one thousand five 
undred pounds, perhaps two thousand 
pounds a year. 

The rents are receive^ with punc- 
tuality by Charles Hamilton, esq. a 
gentleman of such property and cha- 
racter as prevent any risk or loss. 

As a very large contingent advance 
of the funds is expected upon the 
expiration of diveis leases, it is ad- 
viseable to have the lands belonging 
to the hospital surveyed and valued 
by an eminent surveyor, upon whom 
the trustees can ie!y. Maps also 
should be made of every part of the 
estate?, a precaution which has been 
hitherto neglected, [n making such 
maps, wherever it can be effected, 
the propnetors and occupiers of ad- 
jacent lands should be served with 
notices ot the intended survey ; and 
wheie it can be done, the mutual 
signatures of the proprietors and oc- 
cupies of adjacent lands, and of the 
tiustees, should he inserted m the 
maps, to prevent future litigation. 
Wherever any farm is nearly out of 
lease, it will of course be advertised ; 
but care should be taken that the 
lands should be advertised in the most 



extensive and effectual manner, so 
as to preclude the possibility of com- 
bination to defraud the chanty. 

'1 here is a balance in the treasurers 
hands of two thousand four hundred 
and fifty nine pound six shillings 
and threepence, after leaving a suf- 
ficient sum to answer current de- 
mands ; the i emamder of this balance 
should be vested in the public funds • 
by not attending to this ciicumstjnce, 
seven hundred pounds have been lost 
to the iliauty within the four last 
yeais. 

The domestic accounts of the hos- 
pital weie formerly kept bya steward, 
who, though he was an honest man, 
was not capable of managing such 
extensive business. Mr Radcliffe, the 
present supermtendant, has foi some 
time kept these accounts in such a 
neat, clear, and satisfactory manner, 
as to afford a perfect insight into 
the receipts and dbbuisements of the 
hospital, and into the profit and loss 
of the farms; they are drawn up on 
engraved sheets, each containing a 
week's accounts, debtor and creditor. 
'Hie amount of each folio is carried 
weekly to the end of the book, and 
arranged under various heads of ex- 
pense incident, to the establishment. 



PfiOM THESE BOOKS THE FOLLOWING ABSTRACT WAS TAKEN. 
Absltuct. 



1802. 
1803. 
1804. 
1805. 
1806. 
1807- 






Expenditure . . . 2,118 
Deduct' ordinary repairs 164 

Gross 1,786 

Deduct ordinary repairs 78 

Gross 1,936 

Deduct ordinary repairs 27 

Gross 2,109 

Deduct ordinary repairs 56 

Gross 2,463 

Deduct ordinary repairs 29 

Grass 2,695 

Deduct ordinary repairs 30 

Gross .... 3,092 

Deduct ordinary repairs 76 



Expendi- 
ture, 

1*57 

1,708 

1,909 
2,053 
2,444 
2,665 
3,016 



Aged men 13? 
Boys 60 J 

Aged men 16? 
Boys 59 f 

Aged men 

Boys 

Aged men 16 

Boys 53 

Aged men 

Boys 



13? 

73$ 



Aged men 15 1 
Boys 92 ( 

Aged men 18 1 
B..yi 107 1 



Equal to 82 
85 
82 
85 
101 
117 
137 



Yearly 
Expert*; of 

each. 
I t i. 
Si 18 



20 16 9 

23 5 7 

24 3 
24 2 
22 18 S 
22 



As the average of three years are 
pTetty nearly the same, there is suf- 
ficient reason to believe that the e- 
conomy of the house lias been regu- 



lar, the expense however far exceeds 
that of other charitable establishments 
in the country, which amounts in 
general to Jew than fifteen pounds 
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per head, including the salaries and 
diet of masteis and sen ants. 
Observations on Officers. 

The emoluments of Mr. Radcliff 
the supenntendantj altogether const 
deiably exceed seven hundred pounds 
per annum, being at the rate of eight 
or nine pounds per head on the esta- 
blishment. On the other hand the 
salanes of the other masters are too 
small; foity guineas is not sufficient 
for a master properly qualified to 
teach such a large number of boys, 
nor is twenty pound an adequate sa- 
fely for the writing master ; the mas- 
ters should not be confined to the 
school room for so many hours a day. 
The present master is not more than 
twenty y ears of age. If he be allowed 
to have some time every day at his 
own disposal, he will, it may be rea- 
sonably hoped increase his knowledge, 
improve his understanding, and by 
those means' deserve farther encou- 
ragement. An object, which in all situa- 
tions should be held up to the servants 
of the public ; without hope, even 1 
enthusiasm sinks into hstlesiness and 
inattention. 

The good conduct of Mr. Radcliff, 
the piesent chaplain and supermieu- 
dant, is acknowledged by those under 
his care, by the voice ot the countiy, 
and above all by the tiustees and 
guardians of the charity. He teceived 
a wound during the time of the re- 
bellion, in defence of the hospital, which 
nearly deprived him of the use ot his 
light band. He has lesided in the 
hospital twenty years, and has never 
been absent more days than amount 
m the whole to six months, being 
at the rate of nine days yearly, du- 
ring that long period. It is therefore 
desnable, that he should be permitted 
to letire upon terms adequate to his 
just claims and reasonable wishes. 

Supposing that such ameasuie could 
be etfected, a salary of three hundred 
pounds a year, with apartments in the 
house, a separate kitchen and offices 
tor his family (without any allowance 
for diet) would be an object to in- 
duce a cleigyman of good character 
and abilities, and activity, to become 
the superintendent, as well as chap- 
lain to this establishment. 

The business of a supenndant should 
be to dhect the under schoolmasters. 



and also to take an active share in 
a distinct department of the education 
of the youtn in the establishment. 
He should have nothing to do with 
the caies of the farm, these should 
be consigned to tenants, who should 
be bound by contract to supply the 
house with the produce of the land. 
It is stated in a paper annexed, that 
the faun is now as productive as it 
would be if it were let, but the ex- 
peuence of most gentlemen contradicts 
this opinion. 

The salary of the present second 
master should be incieased after four 
or fi-ve years, peihaps to =£60. per 
annum; and the salaiy of the wiitmg 
niastei to =640. 

It appeais that in the foundling hospi- 
tal in Dublin, the clothes ana shoes 
of the boys are manufactured in the 
house; this might be accomplished in 
Wilson's as well as in the Foundling 
Hospital ; stocking and other looms 
might be applied tor to those boards 
which are established for the purpose 
of encouraging our manufactures ; 
and should these applications fail) 
the accumulating funds of the hospi- 
tal could not be better applied than 
in furnishing workshops and tools, to 
teach early industiy in various branches 
of manufacture. It can scaicefy be 
doubted, that to bieed one hundred 
boys to be able to earn their own 
bread, is better than to bring up half 
as many more to be scaicely fit to 
become apprentices when they leave 
the hospital. For the purpose of teach- 
ing the boys at Wilson's Hospital 
such trades as will make them useful 
members of society when, they are 
discharged from the house, "it would 
be necessary that pioper masters 
should be engaged at moderate sala- 
ries to instruct the boys; the salanes 
should in pait be fixed, and in part 
they should depend upon the exertion 
and the success of the masters; they 
should- not be allowed to make the 
boys woik more than a certain num- 
ber of hours in the day, but their 
rewaul should depend upon there 
teaching the boy9 in that tune to 
woik well and expeditiously. All the 
boys even the. youngest, should have 
a share of the pioduce of their own 
industry, not in money, but in such 
indulgences as are suited to their age 5 
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as they grow older, the money profit 
of their labour should be lam by tor 
them to assist in setting them for- 
ward m life. Thus the establishment 
should not in fact be so much a manu- 
factory for the benefit of the bouse 
as for the benefit of the state j, afford- 
ing paitly clothing far the boys, and 
and chiefly a fund for encouraging 
skill and application. 

Such a plan as this would prevent 
any difficulty as to finding propel 
masters for the appi entices; because 
the boys would go out as journeymen. 
The boys, during the Course of their 
education in the hospital would also 
apply with eagerness to learn trades, 
when they could look loiward to 
freedom and to succeis in the woild, 
as their rewards when they should quit 
the institution, Boys at a cei tain age 
might be bound to their respective 
tnasers in the hospital, and in the 
periotds of admission and dismission 
might be so regulated as to allow 
sufficient time for all the pui poses 
that have been proposed. 

To save expence, and to approxi- 
mate the establishments for old men 
and boys, the teachers of the dilferent 
trades might, if eldpily men, be ad- 
mitted on the foundation, without in 
any degree infringing upon the inten- 
tions of the founder, which appear 
to be not only charitable and bene- 
ficent, but wise and patriotic. Space 
for these establishments may be found 
in the present buildings of the hospi- 
tal; if the farm belonging to it 
were let, the houses that have 
been built for labourers near the hos- 
pital, would serve as offices foi the 
farmer, who should have no connec- 
tion with the hospital, but to supply its 
demands at a certain rate and in 
certain quantities. 

Among other healthy and profitable 
employments for the bojs would be 
the cultivation of a nursery for trees, 
which is much wanted in the neigh- 
bourhood. The gaiden belonging to 
the hospital, which contains above 
fouracies, affords an excellent oppor- 
tunity for such an institution. 1 he 
boys at present doscaicely any work 
out of doors, except hay-makmg and 
picking potatoes ; they are kept seven 
or eight hours every day at sedentary 
employments for seven years. Now 



it is most certain, that by the pie* 
sent modes of instruction theynugh£ 
be taught reading, wutmg and ai Mi- 
metic in one tenth part of that lime, 
and both their minds and bodies, 
would be improved by an alternation 
pf active work and attendance in the 
school. A pursery for trees would 
requ'ue constant attention, but no 
violent labour, it weld be an amus- 
ing occupation, and might be made 
interesting to tlje boys by giving them 
some shaie of the profits, and by al- 
lowing moderate competition among 
the little gardeners. To superintend 
their work a careful gardener of an 
advanced age must be found ; he might 
be admitted into the house »s one of 
the old men, if it weie thought ex- 
pedient. 

In the literary education of the 
boys, advantage might be made of 
the time gained by the new method 
of teaching toiead. There aie many- 
books now for young people whicfy 
inculcate religion and morality, and 
at the same time convey useful in 
struction on the common affaus of 
life. A selection of these should be 
made for the hospital, and they might 
be given as rewards to the pupils. 
The superintendant is at present al- 
lowed to dispense twenty pounds a 
year in gratuities, this sum might be 
inci eased with advantage to the esta- 
blishment. 

Such are the general improvements 
that may be easily made in the educa- 
tion of the boys according to trie 
present system ; but by enlarging that 
sxstem something more may be etfect- 
e"d. It has already been observed, 
that there will in thiee years be a, 
a clear surplus of at least two thou- 
sand pounds a year, beside a capital 
of at least two thousand pounds. It 
is but reasonable to expect, that such 
an income, and such a magnificent 
establishment, should yield to the 
public something moie than a yeaily 
maintenance for twenty old men, ana 
the putting out ten or twelve appren- 
tices to ordinary trades. An attempt 
should theretbie be made to intro- 
duce a higher species of education 
into the hospital, for such boys as 
evince superior merit and abilities 
This would not only be advantageous 
to these individuals, but it would 
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eieate a laudable ami efficient emu- 
lation in tne whole School 

Plan of an Uppir ichool. 

The first object would be, to select 
these boys. For tins, purpose a legu- 
lar book should be kept by the 
nraslers, ai ranged under vauoiis neads 
in columns. 1 he comparative merit 
of each boy might be maiked under 
each head by numbers, extending to 
three or tour degrees. 'J he conduct 
of each boy should be marked daily 
by the master, and brought forward 
to the ensuing page, so that at the 
end of the year the comparative me- 
rit of the boys might be in some 
degree ascertained. From the highest 
of these three classes, hve boys should 
be annually selected 6y a gentleman 
of "probity aiid disceeinmeut, chosen 
from time to time by the trustees of 
the hospital. This gentleman snould 
examine the candidate-, in public and 
and in private, separately and to- 
gether; he should enquue from the 
masters and supenntendant- then ge- 
neral opinions, not only of the talents 
and liulustiy, but of the tempeis and 
dispositions of the boys. 

The hve boys ihus annually select- 
ed, should be distinguished from the 
lower school by then dress ; and 
When they aiefit to leave the hospital, 
they should have a ntw and hand- 
some suit of clothes, such as aie 
jsrorn tjy persons in the station of life 
for which their education and their 
o«n application has titted them. 

The boys in this upper school should 
be placed under the care of the chap- 
lain and supei mtendant. By him tlieir 
tehgious andgeneial instruction should 
be extended ;' they should be taught 
the higher branches ot practical arith- 
metic, thepiactical use of algebraic 
calculation, the common principles of 
mechanics, the common notions of 
chemistry and botany, which are now 
almost umversalfy disseminated in 
other countries; common surveying 
and mensuration, pot only on paper 
but in the field "1 he head master 
should employnot moie than four hours 
in the day in these iusti uctions, pait 
of which time should be spent out 
of doois, wbeiemany common objects 
might become the means of inculcating 
■useful knowledge. 

It may be said, that clergymen 



sufficiently qualified to become mas- 
ters of such an institution cannot 
easily be found ; this difficulty wilj 
soon cease, when young men at the 
university know that there is a demand 
for such talents, and this very diffi- 
culty will also prevent the situation 
of supenntendant and chaplain from 
becoming an object of patronage and 
mteiest, 

'1 he boys should likewise be taught 
the nicer parts of gardening, and the 
grafting and management of fruit trees. 
For this purpose it is necessary that 
the gardener of the hospital should be 
a man skilled in eve r y bianch of 
his business. Many old gardener? 
might probably be found who woiild 
be desirous of an asylum in this esta- 
blishment, especially if tjjey bad a 
good salary. 

For the upper school a library 
should be selected, containing books) 
of more extended information than 
those of the lower school ; the super- 
intendent should as much as possible 
lead the boys to read and improve 
themselves upon the particular sub- 
jects which he teaches, endeavouring 
to introduce habits of thought, reflec- 
tion and invention, rather than of 
mere memory and repetition. Talents, 
aie to be found every where in Ire- 
land ; judgment and good sense may 
therefore be ingrafted by patient caie 
and well chosen instruction. By pro- 
per early attention, by books of clear 
and easy leasoning upon subjects 
that regard the tutuie Ue-tination ot 
the pupils, by small and gradual re- 
wards, promoting moderate and ge- 
neious emulation, by keeping conti- 
nually in their view the relation which 
their piesent labouis have to theif 
futuie establishment in the world; it 
is hoped, that some improvement of 
the moral habits, as well as of the un- 
derstandings of the rising generation 
may be slowly effected. From igno- 
rance or ill judged insufficient instiuc- 
tion, and ttom early examples of 
falsehood, dishonesty and insubordina- 
tion, has arisen much of that pro- 
pensity to out-iage and rebellion, 
■which has been the misloitune and 
disgrace of this country. 

'the boys educated in this higher 
school should be led to consider de- 
gradation from if »} the extreme line 
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of punishment, but if the boys and 
mas.ters are well chosen, the neces- 
sity for this punishment can seldom 
occur. The boys in this department 
of the institution* will be prepared for 
situations higher than those of mere 
mechanics ; for instance, for those of 
parish clerks and 'schoolmasters, situa 
tions which formerly were often unit- 
ed, and which are obviously suited 
to each other, for the joint salaries 
of these occupations would enable a 
man to live respectably, so as to be 
looked up to in the parish, instead of 
being obliged to stiuggle for a mere 
subsistence. The pupils of this higher 
school would also be fit for country 
surveyors, tor sub-engineers and over- 
seers, and under agents, classes of 
men much wanted in Ireland. They 
would also be peculiarly fit for tutors 
in the families of farmers, who live 
at a distance from towns, and who 
are now obliged to employ persons 
of ordinary manneis and insufficient 
acquirements. 

At all events, these boys, by their 
previous education in the lower school, 
would be able to earn immediate 
bread as journeymen in such manu- 
factures as were taught in the hospi- 
tal. But to these occupations they 
would not in all probability be obli- 
ged to have recourse, as only five 
boys would, according to this limited 
plan, be sent out yearly fiom this up 
per school, there can scarcely be a 
doubt of finding places for them all; 
particularly, if those who are at fiist 
sent out should answer the expecta- 
tions of their employers. 

The lower school, and the twelve 
that go from it yearly, are separate 
considerations. Were the institution 
of this secondary and upper school to 
fail, its failure could not be-considera- 
bly injurious in point of dicipline and 
expense ; were it to succeed, it would 
be imitated where ever there are 
means of imitation. What could more 
effectually encourage the great mass of 
the people to accept of edueanon for 
their children, than being witness of 
the success of those who had obtained 
advantageous situations, by their own 
meritorious application while they 
were at school. 

Observations on the old Men. 

With respect to the old men, at 
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present two of them live out of the 
hospital. In the, hospital, their diet is 
excellent in quantity and quality, their 
clothing warm and decent, their lodg- 
ing a palace, and, yet as they are idle 
they are not contented. There seems 
therefore no sufficient motive, to in- 
duce the tiustees of Wilson's hospital 
to increase the number of the old men, 
unless they can be employed ; and on 
the contrary, there appear the strong- 
est inducements, from the state and 
extent of the buildings, the healthi- 
ness of the situation, the affluence of 
the funds, and the promising state of 
their present mode of instiuction, to 
enlarge and encourage, and to render 
respectable the education of as many- 
boys as the hospital can conveniently 
accommodate. 

Observations on the Prejudice against 
Charity Schools. 

Irelandis one of the tew countries* in 
the world, wheie, absolute want, except 
in large cities, is unknown, and as 
among the lower Irish, filial piety is 
peculiarly prevalent, letirement to an. 
hospital in old age is unpopular; but care 
should be taken to pi event this preju- 
dice from extending to the idea of 
educating children in hospitals. 

Every means should be taken to 
tender it ci editable to have been edu- 
cated in out public charitable semi- 
nasies, which, from the reports before 
this board, appear to be in a flourish- 
ing condition, and promise to be of 
extensive and permanent advantage to 
this countiy. 
Council Ckambei , Dublin, Castle 7 
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To the Prop) Ktors of the Bel/ait Magaxine. 
GENTLEMEN, 

WHEN I was a young man, I was 
a passionate admirer ot nature in 
her simple di ess, or rather in her own 
dress ; yet 1 would sooner have excused 
her being loaded with becoming orna- 
ment*, than to be mishapen. It gave 
me no small concern to see the wild 
p 



